REVENGE IS NECESSARY
When stoic Shaw Skogman turns a shotgun on his wife
Connie, she fights for her life — and her secrets. But Shaw
harbors his own secrets… and a thirst for revenge.

As questions about deaths from the past rise to the
surface, Shaw's son Junior, his boyfriend Beany, the town
undertaker, and the local sheriff all must play their parts in
uncovering the answers.
Buckle up for a fast ride full of twists, turns, and
psychological suspense as a farm family discovers the truth
about who Shaw really was.

One of the most engaging books I
have read in a long time. Before
you’ve turned the first page it has
pulled you in like a whirlpool. Enjoy
the ride.
—Marty Densch, freelance writer, film critic, and
prescreener for the Beloit International Film Festival

Mathis is a master storyteller on
the importance of family. By birth
or by choice, family is expertly
woven by Mathis’s words.
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—Kathie Giorgio, author of In Grace’s Times
and If You Tame Me
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Junior ran faster, his bare feet churning, sinking into the dirt drive, already muddy from three days of
rain and now topped with three inches of heavy, wet, late-March snow. The grainy flakes whirled
around him, pelting his skin, nearly blinding him. He didn’t feel the cold yet. Where was he headed?
Where could he go in his Fruit-of-the-Loom white t-shirt and tighty-whiteys at seven on a Saturday
morning? His dad might come after him if he headed toward his boyfriend
Beany’s house.
The image of his father with the double-barrel shotgun bursting in on him and Beany in Junior’s bed
pulsed with every heartbeat. Beany’s words as Junior raced toward the door still echoed. “Run, Forrest!
Run!” The same words his mother screamed at his track meets. She loved the movie Forrest Gump. He
knew Beany escaped down the back stairs as Junior flew down the front ones. Beany would be well on
his way home. He was a fast runner, too. At least he had a place to run to for sanctuary.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
You write a lot about families. What kind of family did you grow up in? How did it affect your
parenting and family life? Have your views on what families are changed? If so, why or how?
What inspired you to write a psychological mystery/thriller?
How long did it take to write Revenge is Necessary?
Why did you choose southwestern Minnesota as the setting for Revenge is Necessary?
How does your background connect to writing a book involving farming?
This book has several gay characters in it, yet it isn’t a typical gay romance novel. There aren’t any
steamy sex scenes. What motivated you to include gay characters in a book set in farm country?
Revenge is Necessary addresses multiple societal issues, including: aging, loneliness, and the role of
elders; long-lasting effects of childhood trauma; secret affairs; living a double life; refusing medical
care; and suicide. Why or how did you choose those topics?
Your two antagonists, Shaw and Melvin, did some horrible things, but somehow you managed to make
them human and believable. Without giving too much away, why did you explore their backgrounds
with the reader?
Though LGBTQ+ and family themes show up in most of your work, you’ve written in several genres:
coming of age, historical fiction, family fiction, and now a psychological mystery/thriller. First
question—why the variety? And secondly, is anything coming next? If so, what is it about?
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GRIPPING MIDWESTERN THRILLER REVENGE IS NECESSARY
CELEBRATES RELEASE WITH VIRTUAL LAUNCH PARTY
Beloit, WI — November 17, 2020
Media contact: Emily May Taylor, billmathispr@gmail.com
Bill Mathis's fourth novel Revenge is Necessary, published by Rogue Phoenix Press, is now
available. The public is invited to attend a virtual launch party on Facebook Live on
December 10, 2020 at 7 pm CST.
When stoic Shaw Skogman turns a shotgun on his wife Connie, she fights for her life – and
her secrets. But Shaw harbors his own secrets… and a thirst for revenge. Shifting between
the points of view of Junior Skogman, his parents, his boyfriend Beany, and other members
of their rural Minnesotan community, Mathis deftly weaves a fast-paced nail-biter full of
twists, turns, and psychological suspense as the Skogman family and their neighbors
discover who Shaw really was.
Author Bill Mathis grew up as a preacher’s kid in Michigan and is no stranger to country life.
“I’ve bucked hay bales, driven a tractor, and mucked out stalls. I knew farming wasn’t for me,
but I have the utmost respect for farmers and what they do for our nation.” This intimate
knowledge of the rural Midwest shines through in Revenge is Necessary, which chronicles a
farm family torn asunder by their secrets.
Mathis’s previously published works navigate such topics as diversity and the
American melting pot, family, LGBTQ+ experiences, and disability, often through the lens of
multiple characters with unique and distinct narratives. Revenge is Necessary continues this
trend, delving into themes of family and gay identity while unspooling a riveting mystery.
Mathis brings insight and sensitivity from lived experience into his depictions of multiple gay
characters who each play their individual roles in unraveling the Skogman family’s longconcealed secrets and simmering resentments.
Revenge is Necessary is available in paperback and e-book formats from Amazon or by order
from your local bookseller. To purchase signed copies, contact the author at
billmathiswriter@gmail.com. A free advance e-book will be made available to book bloggers
and reviewers who meet certain criteria; please email billmathispr@gmail.com to inquire.

